Grand Erie District School Board

Long-Term
Accommodation
Plan 2023-28




September 2023

Prepared in Collaboration with L&C Planning Consultants



Executive Summary

The purpose of the Grand Erie District School Board's (Grand Erie) Long-Term
Accommodation Plan (LTAP), developed by L&C Planning Consultants, is to guide
Grand Erie with respect to identifying the timing of:

e new school sites for designation and acquisition;

e new capital requests for additions, and new or replacement schools to the

Ministry of Education;

e any major boundary reviews or program studies based on enrolment changes;

e any new programs identified through its Multi-Year Strategic Plan;

e areas where potential school consolidation should be considered,;

¢ the anticipated timing of major development and growth;

e adjustments to elementary and secondary school capacity.

The LTAP document is based on a set of guiding principles that outline Grand Erie's
beliefs with respect to its schools and programs.

The Plan:

It covers the five-year period from 2023-28 and summarizes Grand Erie’s planned
activities concerning the acquisition and disposition of school property, planned new
capital construction or expansion, and any major program or boundary changes.

Is based on a 10-year enrolment forecast, which has been developed using historical
student data, census data, provincial projections and new housing data supplied by
each municipality.

Enrolment Overview:

From 2023 to 2033, the elementary enrolment is projected to grow by 3,291 students
to 22,617. Over the same period, the secondary enrolment is projected to grow by 833
students to 9,566. Overall, Grand Erie's enrolment is forecasted to grow from 28,058
students in 2023 to 32,183 students by 2033.

In many places, there is sufficient capacity to sustain additional growth; however, the
new development in the City of Brantford, Caledonia and Paris will require the
construction of several new schools and the securing of several new school sites
within the 10-year period.

The LTAP identifies the current and projected use of temporary accommodation
(portables), the current facility condition, and identifies areas where improved
accessibility is required.

Events which are subject to Ministry approval are identified as such, with the desired
timelines attached. It is recognized that actions that are dependent on Ministry
approvals and funding may not always occur in the year(s) proposed and may be
subject to re-evaluation based on funding, approvals or both.
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Over the last seven years accommodation reviews have not been undertaken due to
a moratorium. These would be recommended as needed to address areas where
Grand Erie has significant and prolonged under-utilization of schools
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Glossary

As governed by board Policy, refers to a study of one or more
schools where a program consolidation, school consolidation or
closure is contemplated by Grand Erie

Average Daily Enrolment. This is the calculated enrolment
which averages the Full Time Equivalent (See below) as of
October 31t and March 31°t during the school year

The authority granted by the Ministry of Education to boards to
tender a project for construction following the completion of
design

As governed by board Policy, refers to the area(s) to be served by
an elementary or secondary school, on an interim or permanent
basis

The process for reviewing the creation, consolidation, or
alteration of two or more elementary or secondary school
boundaries conducted under board Policy

Consolidated Municipal Service Manager, which is the authority
that manages Childcare and Early Years programs for a
municipality or group of municipalities

The sale or lease of a school building or site, deemed to be
surplus to Grand Erie, as governed by Ontario Regulation 444/98

Early Development Instrument, (EDI) is a short questionnaire
completed by kindergarten teachers across Canada and
internationally which measures children’s ability to meet age-
appropriate developmental expectations

Education Development Charges — A levy on new residential
and non-residential construction that is utilized to purchase
land for new schools. (Education Act, Ontario Regulation 20/98).
A school that serves students in Grades K-8 and may be called a
Public School (PS) Elementary School (ES) or Community School
(CS) based on the school's name currently in use

Facility Condition Index which measures the renewal required
at a school divided by the school's theoretical replacement value
as calculated by the Ministry of Education

French Immersion. An optional program which offers French as
a second language at the elementary and secondary level in
either a single-track (A school with only FI) or dual-track (a
school with both Fl and regular track English) program

French as a second language

Full-Time Equivalent is the enrolment that addresses full-time
students, and the proportion of part-time students. The FTE is
calculated on October 31 and March 31 for funding purposes
each year

Grand Erie Learning Alternative, an alternative secondary school
serving the district
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Long-Term Accommodation Plan

The authority the Ministry of Education grants to construct new
pupil places in the form of a new school, replacement school, or
addition or major renovation to a school.

(MYSP) Required by the Ministry of Education to be completed
not less than every 3 years by a board. The MYSP sets down
major program directions and establishes priorities for the
district.

Ministerial Zoning Order, The Planning Act authorizes the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) to make a
ministerial zoning order (MZQO) for regulating the use of land,
buildings and structures anywhere in Ontario. If there is a
conflict between an MZO and a municipal zoning by-law, the
MZO prevails.

On-the-ground Capacity. A value calculated by the Ministry of
Education to assess the number of students that a school can
hold.

Pupil Accommodation Grants. Funding which is allocated
annually to boards for renewal, repairs, temporary
accommodation and planning capacity money.

A grouping of one or more schools in a geographical area that is
reviewed together in the LTAP. There are 12 elementary RA's and
4 secondary review areas as identified within this LTAP.

School Condition Improvement. This is the funding that is
allocated to boards to address required repairs to building
systems based on facility audits. The funding for 2023-2024 has
been addressed but there is no long-term commitment for this
funding in legislation.

A school that serves students in Grades 9-12 and may be called a
Secondary School (SS), High School (HS), Collegiate (Cl), or
Collegiate and Vocational School (CVS) based on the school’s
name currently in use

Specialist High Skills Major programming offered at secondary
schools

School Renewal Amount, funding that is allocated to boards
annually based on the age and eligible area of its buildings

Temporary Accommodation Grant (TAG) is allocation provided
by Ministry of Education in proportion to school boards’
historical share of temporary accommodation activity.

This is the raw student count and does not address either the
FTE (see above) or ADE (see above).

Utilization Rate (see below)

This is calculated by dividing the actual or projected enrolment
by the OTG Capacity of the school
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Introduction

Grand Erie operates a total of 58 elementary and 14 secondary schools serving the City
of Brantford, the County of Brant, Haldimmand County and Norfolk County. There are
19,194 elementary and 7,270 secondary students within Grand Erie as of October 3],
2022. Grand Erie's geography excludes the lands of the Six Nations Reserve and the
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation Reserve; Grand Erie does provide educational
services for approximately 458 students on tuition agreements.

Grand Erie District School Board Elementary Schools
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Overall, Grand Erie's 58 elementary schools have a total of 21,016 pupil places operating
in 1,917,912 square feet of built space. Grand Erie also operates a total of 73 portable
classrooms which can accommodate a further 1,679 students in temporary
accommodation. System-wide, the current utilization of space is 91.3% although this
total varies by review area. Two approved new school projects will add 1,091 pupil
places in 2025, while consolidation will remove 337 pupil places with the closure of
West Lynn PS. Planned growth in several communities identified throughout the
LTAP will require three additional elementary schools over ten years.
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Grand Erie District School Board Secondary Schools
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Overall, Grand Erie's 14 secondary schools have a total of 11,967 pupil places operating
in 1,819,181 square feet of built space. Grand Erie also operates a total of 18 portable
classrooms and 2 portapaks which can accommodate a further 460 students in
temporary accommodation. System-wide, the current utilization of space is 60.7%
although this total varies by review area. The current supply of secondary schools is
significantly greater than Grand Erie needs and all contemplated growth within ten
years will not fill the existing space. Further, the built area per student is significantly
higher than provincial benchmarks, resulting in operating inefficiencies.

In addition to the school facilities, Grand Erie operates 5 licensed childcare centres and
12 EarlyON centres with third-party providers at 15 schools. Grand Erie is constructing
four new centres, which will open by September 2025, adding licensed childcare
spaces.
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Limitations

The development of projections for each of the schools is based on historical student
data, Ministry of Finance projections and birth rate assumptions. Notwithstanding
student and population data availability, future enrolment forecasts can be skewed
by larger or smaller classes in the earliest grades. The projections are built
conservatively as a result and may discount recent growth and decline to be more
accurate over the 10-year period.

The report assumes that there will be no significant changes to the existing birth rate
assumptions for Canada, the Province of Ontario, and the communities of the City of
Brantford, the County of Brant, Haldimand County and Norfolk County in particular.
As such, the projections do not anticipate a higher rate of family formation.

The development of the enrolment projections synthesizes data from several sources
and relies most heavily on existing and historical student data obtained on a school-
by-school basis. The projections also examine data from the Official Plans for each
community, the relevant Development Charges Background Studies, the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs “More Homes, More Choice: Ontario’'s Housing Supply Action Plan
2019" and the more recent “More Homes for Everyone” initiative announced in 2022.

The data in this report cannot be disaggregated for all of the communities due to their
small size. As such, the report relies on data from the city and counties for population
projections and population counts.
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Grand Erie District School Board
Draft Guiding Principles

The LTAP is a planning tool that provides enrolment projections to guide
accommodation planning needs and actions over 10 years. Updated annually, the
LTAP includes plans for new schools, additions, interim accommodations, boundary
reviews, program studies and major renovations or alterations to Grand Erie's
elementary and secondary schools

As part of the development of the LTAP, Grand Erie has adopted a series of guiding
principles to shape the actions and outcomes of the plan. The LTAP will:

put students first;

support a range of programs in elementary and secondary schools;
respectfully acknowledge Six Nations of the Grand River, Mississaugas of the
Credit First Nations and First Nations, Métis and Inuit Peoples with a
commitment to Reconciliation;

provide access to sustainable, quality and equitable public education in every
school;

use space effectively and efficiently;

establish long-term attendance boundaries for each school;

support community schools in urban and rural settings;

build facilities to match community growth in a timely fashion;

communicate regularly throughout the process;

address barriers to people with disabilities who work, learn, and participate with
the district;

consider partnership and community hub opportunities.

In planning for new schools in the LTAP, where possible, considerations will include:

create new elementary schools with an optimal size of 450 to 650 students;
organize new elementary schools from kindergarten to Grade §;

seek elementary sites of approximately 6-7 acres with an adjacent park, or
sites up to 8 acres in size;

organize new secondary schools from grades 9-12;

seek secondary school sites of approximately 12-20 acres in size;

organize new secondary schools to serve approximately 1,000 students;
seek to place a childcare centre and/or EarlyOn Centres in the school
building;

provide a range of academic, co-curricular and experiential education
programs.
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Early Years

Grand Erie is committed to building strong collaborative partnerships with licensed
daycare and before and after school programs, EarlyON Child and Family Centres, and
authorized recreational programs to support students, families and communities. We
recognize the need to have a shared understanding of our partnerships and mutual
commitment to our families.

Grand Erie operates EarlyON centres at the following schools:

Early

e Bellview PS e Lakewood PS
e Centennial Grand Woodlands PS e Major Ballachey PS
e Hagersville SS e Mapleview PS
e Houghton PS e North Ward PS
CHMLAE il G e JL Mitchener PS e Prince Charles PS
‘K‘ds - e King George PS e Tollgate TSC
!‘ conll

ldimand-Naorfolk

‘ REACH

For each of these schools, dedicated classroom space has been set aside and
converted for use by the agencies that provide parenting and learning support
programs for preschool children and parents.

Grand Erie operates 10 childcare centres at the following schools for infants, toddlers
and/or preschool students:

e Banbury Heights PS o Bellview PS

e Central PS e Hagersville SS

e |akewood ES e Mapleview ES

e McKinnon Park SS e Pauline Johnson CVS
e Edith Monture PS e Waterford DHS

Five childcare centres are currently planned and/or under construction at the
following schools:

e Cobblestone PS (Paris)

e Banbury Heights PS (Brantford)

e Future site in Caledonia

e Future site in Southwest Brantford (Shellard Lane)
e Elgin Ave PS (Simcoe)
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Grand Erie has also provided before and after programs at 38 schools through third-
party partnerships with the following agencies:

e Burford Co-operative

e Christ the King Child Care Centre

¢ Community Support Centre — Haldimand Norfolk
e Paris Child Care

e Today's Family

e YMCA

e YWCA

Grand Erie should consider a study to assess additional candidate sites for new early
years and childcare programs that can be added to schools in existing space or new
spaces on an ongoing basis. The development of new program spaces in conjunction
with existing early years sites will improve student readiness and student
achievement.

The selection of new potential program sites for early years and childcare should
reflect the areas identified by the Consolidated Municipal Service Managers (CMSMs)
as requiring additional support areas with high EDI requirements and areas where
additional program availability can be easily accommodated.
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Specialized Services

Grand Erie Vision for Specialized Services

Services and programs supporting students with special education needs are
provided in a manner that is consistent with Grand Erie's mission “Together, we build
a culture of learning, well-being and belonging to inspire each learner”. Specialized
Services Programs are delivered in the most enabling environments for learning so
that students can participate fully in their educational program. School board staff
and families and caregivers work collaboratively. Specialized Services Programs and
services within Grand Erie are guided by the following principles:

Students can succeed. Success looks different for different students.

The first consideration for every student is placement in a regular class in their
community schools, with appropriate special education services that would
meet the student’s needs and is consistent with parental preferences.
Diversity in ability is welcomed and positively impacts educational outcomes.
Supports and services should be developed and implemented to maximize
each student’s inclusion and full participation. If barriers continue to exist
accommodations should be provided up to the point of undue hardship.
Every student is unique, and many factors should be considered when
determining the most appropriate placement.

Education providers need to take steps to ensure that placement decisions are
not influenced by negative attitudes toward, or stereotypes about particular
students or communities

The principles of accessible education, equity, equality, and human rights are
provided in standalone, and are embedded into all, learning opportunities.
Universal design for learning supports accessible curriculum, instruction, and
assessment.

There are high expectations for all learners, facilitated through responsive
teaching pedagogies, learning and assessment opportunities.

Resources are provided to support students to become as independent as
possible in reaching their educational goals.

The classroom educators are the primary support for all students in school.
Additional human resource supports work as partners with the classroom
educators by coaching, co-teaching, and co-learning to address the strengths
and needs of the students.

All work together to create and maintain inclusive and equitable school
communities and to eliminate barriers to full participation.

Intentional collection, analysis and use of relevant data to fully understand
learners’ strengths and needs removes barriers and supports appropriate
interventions.

Fairness is not sameness. Students are provided with resources and support
that will assist them to become independent in reaching their educational
goals.
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French Immersion

Grand Erie offers French Immersion (Fl) programs in eight elementary schools from
grades K-8. Grand Erie’s program has both single-track and dual-track schools
offering FI. The aim of Grand Erie's Fl program is to:

e provide a quality educational program that meets the expectations of the
Ontario Curriculum, both at the elementary and secondary school levels;

e develop and refine the student’s ability to communicate (understand, speak,
read and write) with confidence in the French language;

e help students understand and appreciate Canada's francophone heritage as
well as French culture and language throughout the world;.

e expand students' knowledge of the language through the study of
francophone literature and research'

Grand Erie offers programs in each municipality with two single-track sites in the City
of Brantford, two dual-track sites in the County of Brant’, two dual-track sites in
Haldimand County, and two dual-track sites in Norfolk County. The FI program
historically grew from 2013-2019 by 729 students, and since 2019 the enrolment has
decreased by 195 students to 1,532 in 2022.

Figure 1 Historical FI Data by School

French Immersion Elementary Enrolment
by School 2013-2022
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m Burford District ES (Dual) m Caledonia Centennial PS (K-3) m Ecole Confederation (Single)
Ecole Dufferin (Single) m Lakewood ES (Dual) m Paris Central PS (Dual)
® River Heights PS (4-8) = Walsh PS (Dual)

The FI program does have a degree of attrition in the elementary panel that is a
Figure 2: Sample Demission Data by Cohort  challenge. For every cohort that enters the
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school, a significant portion of the students may not finish the Fl program after 10
years and may leave earlier. Looking at the 2013 cohort, Grand Erie accepted
enrolment into Year 2 (SK) and added students in grades 1 and 2. After Grade 2 the
enrolment dropped by 20.5% by Grade 8. For the 2014 cohort, Grand Erie accepted
enrolment into Year 1 (JK) and added students in Year 2 (SK) and grade 1.

After Grade 1, the enrolment dropped by 29.3%

2013 Fl Cohort by Grade 8. Growth in the cohorts in 2014 and
Growth and Demission by Year 2015 was based on allowing students to enter
at Grade 1 and 2; in subsequent years, no entry

2018

“ - = oo 2 | after Year1or 2 has been allowed. For the 2017
cohort demission to grade 4 is 19.8%. It is
e anticipated that this cohort will have a
demission similar to the 2014 cohort in time.

K s One impact of demission from the Fl program

2014 FI Cohort is that students who leave a single-track
Growth and Demission by Year school must relocate to another school that

2015

offers an English program, creating

v 0 dislocation from their school. For dual-track
students, they may already be entitled to
v attend the Fl school by virtue of their address
N so there may be less dislocation or relocation

involved.

JK SK

Grand Erie offers a Secondary Fl program for students at two schools in the City of
Brantford. In the secondary FI program, students accumulate ten credits in French:
four are for FSL courses; six are for other subjects for which French is the language of
instruction'”. Secondary schools grant a certificate in FI if the student fulfills the
requirement. Secondary Fl programs are available at:

e Brantford Collegiate Institute and Vocational School
e North Park Collegiate Institute and Vocational School

Grand Erie began offering an Extended French program to Grade 9 students at
Simcoe Composite Secondary School. In each subsequent year, this program will
continue to grow if there is sufficient student demand. In Extended French in
secondary, students are taught French as a subject and French serves as the language
of instruction in at least one other subject.

A planning review for Fl programs is currently underway for Grand Erie. Watson and
Associates are currently completing the review and will present a strategy for the
direction of Fl for both elementary and secondary programs.
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Indigenous Education

Indigenous Education has a deep-rooted presence within Grand Erie, not only due to
its proximity to the First Nations Reserves, but through many examples of
collaboration and recognition throughout the district. This recognition begins with
acknowledgement and in 2022, Grand Erie adopted a revised Land
Acknowledgement Statement.

Further to this, classrooms across Grand Erie include students from the Six Nations of
the Grand River Territory, the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, and First Nation,
Métis and Inuit (FNMI) people in the community. It is the goal of Grand Erie to provide
an enriching school experience that acknowledges and respects the Indigenous
communities represented in our schools.

Grand Erie is dedicated to providing culturally responsive services and programs for
Indigenous students that improve the school experience and success for all
Indigenous students. Grand Erie encourages the development of strong partnerships
with Indigenous families, communities and organizations. Some evidence of these
efforts include:

e adedicated Indigenous Education Department;

e celebration of culturally significant dates such as, but not exclusive to, Orange
Shirt Day, National Indigenous Peoples Day, and National Truth and
Reconciliation;

e an FNMI Board Action Plan focused on achievement, environment,
engagement, and well-being;

e the Six Nations Advisory Committee;

e Education Services Agreement - Six Nations Advisory Committee and
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation;

e through the board Honouring Indigenous Knowledges, Histories and
Perspectives Policy (P-02), Grand Erie will focus on the Call to Action, number
63 ii, iii, iv as expectations for the system:

o 63. We call upon the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada to
maintain an annual commitment to Aboriginal education issues,

including:
» ii. Sharing information and best practices on teaching curriculum
related to residential schools and Aboriginal history;
* jii. Building student capacity for intercultural understanding,

empathy, and mutual respect;
» jv. ldentifying teacher-training needs relating to the above.

In addition, Grand Erie has worked to ensure supports have been put into place that
align with the Strategic Plan of Learning, Well-Being and Belonging. To support this
work, efforts have been made by the Indigenous Education Team, Six Nations
Counsellors and additional Cultural Mentors/Graduation Coaches who are working
directly with students, to monitor the progress of students from registration to
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graduation. Several new initiatives have also been put into place to support students
across the district and within communities. Included are examples of what is being
done within those areas:

deliver Indigenous courses that allow students to see themselves in their
learning;

authentic learning with Indigenous peoples, communities, and perspectives;
professional development to actively engage in the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s Calls to Action;

promote and participate in reconciliation community engagement
opportunities;

consult with Six Nations and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation

The examples summarized above help guide current and future capital
considerations. Whether it is a significant effort to include internal and external design
on a new build, or whether dedicated spaces can be created inside and outside
schools, like the Indigenous-led childcare at Hagersville SS, Grand Erie continues to
acknowledge the importance of ensuring that Grand Erie buildings and facilities
reflect positively with Indigenous students and staff.
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Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) Programs

Grand Erie, in conjunction with the Ontario Ministry of Education, offers SHSM
programs to secondary school students. Students enrolled in SHSM programs are
required to complete a bundle of classroom courses, workplace experiences and
sector certifications in order to receive a special designation on their Ontario
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)". Each school has different SHSM programs that
have been approved by Grand Erie and the Ministry. As illustrated in Figure 3, most
schools have at least one SHSM; three schools in the City of Brantford offer four SHSM

programs each.

Figure 3: SHSM Programs by Secondary School 2022-2023
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Brantford CI&VS v v v
Cayuga SS v v
Delhi District SS v v
Dunnville SS v v v
Grand Erie Learning Alternatives
Hagersville S5 v v
McKinnon Park SS
North Park C&VS v v v
Paris District HS
Pauline Johnson C&VS v v v
Simcoe Composite School v
Tollgate Tech Skills Centre v v v
Valley Heights 55 v
Woaterford District HS v v Vv

One of the elements of a secondary school program review is to look at the program
needs of each community and address the distribution of these programs across the

secondary review areas.
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Summary Timeline of LTAP Actions Year 1-5

The following projects and activities are listed by year, including the proposed
purchase of property, construction of new school(s) and childcare spaces, and the
revision of programs and/or boundaries between schools. All proposed actions that
require Ministry approvals or Ministry processes are noted. In cases where an action is
Ministry-dependent, the year of completion may be altered or adjusted.

2023-24

1.

Implement the approved boundary changes for Paris Central PS and North Ward
PS.

2. Implement the approved boundary changes for Cobblestone ES, Glen Morris
Central PS, and St. George-German PS.

3. Implement the approved boundary changes for Cobblestone ES and Paris Central
PS.

4. Phase out FI programming at Paris Central PS and relocate students to Burford
District ES for grades 6-8.

5. Implement the approved boundary changes for Woodman-Cainsville PS and
Branlyn Community School.

6. Implement the approved boundary changes for Central PS and Major Ballachey
PS.

7. Implement the approved boundary changes for Major Ballachey PS and King
George PS.

8. Implementthe approved boundary changes for Waterford PS, Bloomsburg PS and
Boston PS.

9. Address interim accommodation at Caledonia Centennial PS.

10. Address holding area boundary pressure in southwest Brantford.

1. Designate interim holding areas for the lands north of Powerline Road in the City
of Brantford expansion lands for elementary and secondary schools.

12. Designate interim holding areas for the Tutela Heights community for elementary
and secondary schools.

13. Conduct a secondary school Fl study.

14. Conduct a system-wide childcare expansion study to identify new candidate sites
for early years, childcare and Early ON programming.

2024-25

1. Implement the approved boundary changes for Waterford PS and add the grade
7 and 8 students to Waterford District High School.

2. Undertake a secondary school program review for the City of Brantford Secondary
Review area to streamline existing program delivery and locations.

3. Designate new elementary school sites in the Northern Boundary Lands

(Powerline Road) in the City of Brantford.
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Designate new elementary and secondary school sites in the Nanticoke
Community plan in Haldimand pending the outcome of the Ministerial Zoning
Order.

Designate the new Paris Elementary School future site number 1.

Designate a new Caledonia Elementary School future site number 1.

Open new Cobblestone PS Child Care Addition.

Open new Banbury Heights PS Child Care Addition.

Implement the results of the previously undertaken secondary school Fl study.

O Undertake an updated system-wide facility accessibility study.

2025-26

1.

Open the new 650 Pupil Place Shellard Lane PS and Child Care Centre.

2. Open the new 441 Pupil Place Caledonia PS and Child Care Centre in conjunction
with the Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic DSB.

3. Close West Lynn PS and relocate all students to Elgin Avenue PS (which was
previously approved by Grand Erie in 2016).

4. Undertake a secondary school program review for the Haldimand Secondary
Review area to streamline existing program locations and delivery.

5. Undertake a secondary school program review for the Norfolk Secondary Review
area to streamline existing program locations and delivery.

2026-27

1. Designate the new Paris Elementary School future site number 2.

2. Implement changes from the secondary school program review for the City of
Brantford Secondary Review area.

2027-28

1. Request Ministry of Education approval for the design and construction of a new
600-pupil place future site Powerline number 1 Elementary School and Child Care
Centre.

2. Request Ministry of Education approval to purchase the future site Powerline
Elementary Site number 1.

3. Request Ministry of Education approval to purchase the future site Caledonia
Elementary Site number 1.

4. Reqguest Ministry of Education approval for the design and construction of a new
600-pupil place future site Caledonia number 1 Elementary School and Child Care
Centre.

5. Implement changes from the secondary school program review for the Haldimand
Secondary Review area.

6. Implement changes from the secondary school program review for the Norfolk

Secondary Review area.
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2028-29

1. Request Ministry of Education approval for the design and construction of a new
500-pupil place future site Paris Elementary School and Child Care Centre.

2. Request Ministry of Education approval to purchase the future site Paris
Elementary Site number 1.
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Census Data

Census data for the 2001, 2006, 2011, 2016 and 2021¥ census years was collected for the
areas served by Grand Erie to look at preschool children, school-aged children
(elementary and secondary), women aged 20-44 and persons aged 65+. Each of the
selected ages has had an impact on Grand Erie’s historic and future enrolments. The
data was available for certain age groups in an aggregated form for Haldimand and
Norfolk County for 2001 and 2006, and the City of Brantford and the County of Brant
for 2001 and 2006. Where available, the report disaggregates data by the community.
Where aggregated, the data for the County of Brant and the City of Brantford are
grouped in one part of a table and Haldimand and Norfolk are aggregated in the other
part of a table or graph for census-level data.

Total Population

In each census period since 2001, the areas that constitute Grand Erie's district
underwent population growth. For 2001-06 and 2016-21, this growth was 4.1% and 7.0%
respectively. Between 2006 and 2016, growth was more modest at 2.4% on average
across the census periods. Overall, the regions grew by a total of 37,715 persons as new
housing and urban expansion in the larger municipalities attracted more people.

Total Population Growth
2001-2021
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o . .
30,000
2001 2006

201 2018 2021
mCounty of Brant Haldimand County
and and
City of Brantford Morfolk County

County of Brant Haldimand County Total
and and Population % Growth

City of Brantford Norfolk County
2001 118,485 104,670 223115
2006 124,605 107,770 232375 41%
201 129,290 108,050 237,340 21%
2016 134,200 109,650 243850 27%
2021 144,165 116,705 260,870 7.0%
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Preschool

The total preschool population aged 0-4 grew in each census period from 2001 to 2021.
When the data is disaggregated for Haldimand County and Norfolk County, from 2001
to 2011 there was a steady decline in preschool children which correlates to declining
enrolment in subsequent census periods. Since 2011, the growth in these two counties
has offset all of the declines. In contrast, the City of Brantford and the County of Brant
have had modest increases since 2011, adding only 100 persons per census period.
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Historical Preschool Population

2001-2021
20 2006 20M

B County of Brant Haldimand County
and and
City of Brantford Morfolk County

2016 2021

County of Brant Haldimand County Total
and and Preschool % Growth

City of Brantford Norfolk County Population
2001 6,190 5770 11,960
2006 6,990 5400 12,3290 36%
201 7,400 5185 12,585 1.6%
2016 7,500 5,630 13,130 4.5%
2021 7,600 5925 13,525 3.0%
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Elementary

The census data for all four municipalities indicates a significant decline in elementary
school-aged students from 2001 to 2011. Negative growth of -57% and -83% led to
fewer required schools and several school closures.

From 2011-16 there was growth in the City of Brantford and the County of Brant and
smaller declines in Haldimand and Norfolk Counties. From 2016-21 the growth rate has
been higher with significant growth in the City of Brantford and the County of Brant.

Historical Elementary Population

2001-2021
2016 2021
B County of Brant Haldimand County

2006 20M
and and

City of Brantford Norfolk County

.........
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County of Brant Haldimand County Total

and and Elementary % Growth
City of Brantford Norfolk County Population
2001 16,920 15,210 32,130
2006 16,325 13,965 30,290 -57%
201 15,545 12,220 277,765 -8.3%
2016 16,105 11,800 27,905 0.5%
2021 17,075 13,000 30,075 7.8%
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Secondary

Data for secondary-aged students in the census covers persons aged 15-19 and is
therefore not wholly aligned with the secondary grade structure (NB up to 2002 there
was a 5-year secondary program).

From 2001to 2006 there was growth in the secondary age group; however, since 2006,
and particularly from 2011-16, there have been stark declines in the 15-19 age cohort.
There has been a greater decline in Haldimmand and Norfolk Counties which accounts
for the very low utilization of some secondary schools. In the most recent 5-year
period, the secondary-aged population in the City of Brantford and the County of
Brant is growing, principally as a result of new housing growth.

Historical Secondary Population
2001-2021
18,000
16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000
2001 2006 201 2018 2021
B County of Brant Haldimand County
and and
City of Brantford Morfalk County

County of Brant Haldimand County Total
and and Secondary % Growth

City of Brantford Norfolk County Population
2001 8,575 8,085 16,660
2006 8,765 8,130 16,895 1.4%
201 8,900 575 16,475 -2.5%
2076 8,165 6,560 14,725 -10.6%
2021 8,260 6,200 14,460 -1.8%

*includes ages 15-19
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Two other census age cohort issues impact the future of student growth in Grand Erie.
The first is the number of women aged 20-39. This group is the census group that is
directly responsible for children who will be born in current and subsequent census
periods. From 2001 to 2011, the cohort shrank by 7.5% and 1.0% respectively over two
five-year periods, which corresponds with a decline in the elementary and secondary
panels in those years. Overall, since 2016, the cohort of women aged 20-39 has
increased in size; although, in both Haldimand County and Norfolk County, this age
cohort is still smaller than the 2001 size. This data shows that growth will likely be
higher in the City of Brantford and the County of Brant than in Haldimand County and
Norfolk County in the subsequent census period.

Women Aged 20-39
2001-2021
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2021

Haldimand County Morfolk County

Women City of County of Haldimand Norfolk Grand Erie

Change
Aged 20-39 Brantford Brant County County Total
2001 12,184 5,956 5,756 7,371 29,267
2006 1,820 3745 5,100 6,395 27,060 -7.5%
201 12115 5740 4775 6,160 26,790 -1.0%
2016 12,460 3880 4,845 6,415 27,600 3.0%
2021 13,700 4,350 5645 6,795 30,490 10.5%
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The second census issue is the growth in the age cohort of persons aged 65+. From
2001 to 2021 this cohort had grown significantly in each census period. In absolute
terms, the number of persons aged 65+ is greatest in the City of Brantford and then
in Norfolk County. Growth in the 65+ cohort has averaged 15.7% per census period
although there will be a point where the population aged 65+ will flatten out. Although
not captured here in this graph, the population aged 85+ has grown by 78% since 2021.

Persons Aged 65+
2001-2021

20,000
1:::.::::::::: - - - .
200 2006 20M 2016

2021

u City of Brantford County of Brant Haldimand County Morfolk County

Persons City of County of Haldimand Norfolk Grand Erie

Change
65+ Brantford Brant County (of-11],14% Total
2001 12570 4,455 5645 9,915 B2505
2006 13,965 4980 6,095 10,850 35,890 10.1%
201 15255 5585 7,035 12,210 40,035 T1.5%
2016 18,410 6,865 8,265 14,400 47940 19.7%
2021 22,610 8,045 10,110 17,450 58,215 21.4%

More than 90% of persons aged 65+ remain in their homes although there are some
shifts to smaller residences and a growing range of retirement-based residences. One
impact on the area served by Grand Erie is that although there is a growing housing
supply planned, many areas will continue to have lower levels of enrolment as persons
aged 65+ remain in their residences long after their children have grown. For Norfolk
County, the growth strategy recognizes the aging demographics as an important
factor in forecasting growth.

“The share of the population in the 55+ age cohort steadily increased from 27%
in 2001 to 39% in 2016"."

“Over the next 30 years, it is anticipated that housing development within the
County will be increasingly concentrated in medium- and high-density forms,
largely driven by declining housing affordability and the aging of the County's
population base” V!
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Ministry of Finance Population Projections"i

From 2023 to 2033 the preschool population will grow from 14,544 to 16,162 persons in
the areas served by Grand Erie.

In turn, Grand Erie will see 63% of the preschool population turn into potential
elementary school students in time.

The preschool growth for the City of Brantford and the County of Brant is projected to
be significantly higher than for Haldimand County and Norfolk County. This is due to
the higher number of housing units to be built in these areas over 10 years.

Projected Preschool Population
2023-2033

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

202 2030 2031 2032 203

15}
el

m County of Brant Haldimand County
and and
City of Brantford Morfolk County

County of Brant Haldimand County Total
and and Preschool % Growth

City of Brantford Norfolk County Population
2023 8,441 6,103 14,544
2024 8,424 6,203 14,627 0.57%
2025 8,504 6,228 14,732 0.72%
2026 8,661 6,298 14,959 1.54%
2027 8,768 6,582 15,150 1.28%
2028 8,871 6,448 15,319 1.12%
2029 8,965 6,496 15,461 0.95%
2030 9,061 6,543 15,604 0.92%
2031 9,165 6,605 15,770 1.06%
2032 9,276 6,681 15,957 1.19%
2033 G595 6,767 16,162 1.28%
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Elementary

For the elementary-aged population projected as persons aged 5-14, there will be
growth from 2023 to 2033 of 1,590 persons or 150 persons per year. Grand Erie's share
of the growth is 63% of the total as shown in the second table and is forecast to be
smaller at 1,002 students over the 10 years.

The larger portion of the growth will be in Haldimand County and Norfolk County
representing a growth of 836 persons aged 5-14, which in turn will lead to net growth
of 539 students for Grand Erie; growth in the City of Brantford and County of County
will represent 462 new students.

The population forecasts include growth attributable to new housing, as well as a
maturation of persons in existing housing.

Projected Elementary Population
2023-2033

15,000
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® County of Brant Haldimand County
and and
City of Brantford Morfolk County

County of Brant Haldimand County Total
and and Elementary % Growth

City of Brantford Norfolk County Population
2023 18,734 13,806 32,540
2024 18,802 13,910 32712 0.53%
2025 18,774 14,070 32844 0.40%
2026 18,749 14,145 32,894 0.15%
2027 18,751 14,177 32928 0.10%
2028 18,817 14,251 33068 0.43%
2029 18,930 14,346 33276 0.63%
2030 19,026 14,424 33450 0.52%
2031 19,119 14,470 33589 0.42%
2032 19,298 14,574 33872 0.84%
2033 19,468 14,662 34130 0.76%
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Secondary

Growth in the secondary-aged population represents those persons aged 15-19. For
this study, the data was altered to include ages 15-18 only over the period from 2023-
33 to match the grades served by Grand Erie. As such the lands served by Grand Erie
are projected to grow by 1,694 persons.

Grand Erie's secondary population is predicted to rise by a total of 1,067 students over
the period 2023-33. This growth will not fill the existing vacant space in the secondary
schools although it will add students to schools in each municipality.

Projected Secondary Population

2023-2033
2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033

2023
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W County of Brant Haldimand County
and and

City of Brantford Norfolk County

County of Brant Haldimand County Total
and and Secondary % Growth

City of Brantford Norfolk County Population
2023 7,676 5670 13,346
2024 7812 5,818 13,630 213%
2025 7,946 SR 13,875 1.80%
2026 8,074 6,012 14,086 1.53%
2027 8,157 6,190 14,347 1.85%
2028 8,230 6,288 14,518 1.20%
2029 8,240 6,376 14,616 0.67%
2030 8,269 6,476 14,745 0.88%
2031 8,358 6,588 14,946 1.36%
2032 8,334 6,617 14,95] 0.04%
2033 8,562 6,678 15,040 0.59%
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Projected Number of Persons 65+

The Ministry of Finance projections address the growth in each age cohort for each of
the municipalities served by Grand Erie. The total population of the City of Brantford
and the County of Brant is forecasted to grow by 24,506 persons from 2021 to 2033,
while over the same period, persons aged 65+ will grow by 11,671. The impact of the
growth in this cohort is that 44% of the growth will be for persons 65+. Similarly, for
Haldimand County and Norfolk County, growth from 2021 to 2023 will be 20,435
persons; 11,355 of these will be aged 65+. For Haldimand County and Norfolk County,
55.5% of all growth will be for persons aged 65+.

Growth for persons aged 65+ overall will be greater than the preschool, elementary,
and secondary school-aged cohorts which have been forecast by the Ministry of
Finance.

Haldimand County

County of Brant

Persons % Growth Perons %Growth
and and
. 65+ Per Year 65+ Per Year
City of Brantford Norfolk County
2021 1